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Principal’s message:
The Beautiful Risk of Education
Recently I had the good fortune of talking to a Professor of 
Architecture, who had taught at a number of universities 
around the world. He was lamenting his perspective that 
recent graduates were becoming more homogeneous in their 
style and presentation of work. While he did not doubt their 
intellectual capacity and unrelenting work ethic, he felt an 
increasing number of students were afraid to be bold, 
innovative and challenging in their concepts, due to the risk 
of failure. Rather, they searched for tried and true 
theoretical perfection.

One of our aims, as educators, is to promote creativity and 
cultivate an environment in which students can think outside 
the square and formulate conclusions, which demonstrate a 
critical thought process. 

Cashmere High School is a place of learning. This means that 
it is a place for students to challenge assumptions and begin 
to develop independent and critical thinking. It is a time to 
learn to take calculated risks and enjoy the product of 
thinking for oneself. Pushing intellectual boundaries is all 
part of learning and it will only hold the student in good 
stead when challenged to perform something extraordinary 
on a project or a mission later in their careers. Teachers 
teaching to the test or students rote memorising answers is 
dysfunctional teaching and learning. It may serve a 
short-term goal but it does little to embed deep learning.

As a History teacher, I feel the most satisfaction when my 
students are challenging ethical and moral assumptions, as 
well as challenging perspectives, including mine. There is 

nothing more satisfying than reading an articulate essay that 
demonstrates perceptive insights which make me question 
my own ideas and thoughts.

However, if students are to be bold in this area, they will, at 
times, experience failure and disappointment. Failure is 
something to be embraced if it is understood and used as a 
tool to improve. History is littered with numerous success 
stories built on the resilience of people and organisations 
bouncing back from failure. It is through failure that we can 
seek ways in which to improve. But it can take a paradigm 
shift in perspective to think of failure in this manner, 
particularly if you have never put your ideas on the line. A 
student, who breezes through school without taking 
intellectual risks and without learning to deal with failure, 
will miss out on one of the most important learning 
experiences that a school can provide. 

E kore te patiki e hoki ki tona 
puehu
The flounder (fish) does not 
return to his dust

Do not make the same mistake 
twice.

Joe Eccleton
Principal

Boys Basketball - 4th in New Zealand 
The Senior Boys' Basketball placed fourth at the National 
Secondary School Championships held during the October 
Holidays. This is the highest place for a Cashmere team ever 
and follows on from previous success with 9th and 13th 
places going back to 2018 and 2017 respectively. 

The team gained a lot of momentum during the tournament 
after an initial loss to St Pats College from Silverstream. Wins 
against other Wellington teams Scotts College, Rongotai 
College  and Tawa High School lead  to a key final pool game 
against Rotorua Boys’.  Rotorua were centred around three 
Year 14 players, who challenged our boys initially but the 
teamwork of Cashmere and the ability to move the ball to our 
strengths was the difference, Cashmere winning 81 -76. At 
the end of pool play, Tom Webley had established himself as 
the tournaments leading scorer, which he maintained right to 
the end - 31 points and 15 rebounds per game.
 
Our Quarter final was against Tauranga Boys’.  A very polished 
team who pressed us full court from the onset. They were 
able to contain the Maroon machine until midway through the 
3rd period when the boys took over. Cashmere winning in the 
end 110 -97. This game, Tom Webley scored 52 points and 

grabbed 17 rebounds. 
Semi-finals and the 
playoff for 3rd and 4th 
were tough games 
against Rosmini who 
were trying to win the 
tournament for the 
third time in a row and 
Mt Albert Grammar. 
Both games the Cashmere boys competed well and were 
close at half time but could not advance higher.  Other 
standouts were Louis Oskam coming back after six weeks off 
having had knee surgery and the strong leadership of Finn 
Barclay. This year's squad included nine Year 13 players who 
have all given their best to the school over the past five 
years. They have created a high benchmark for our future 
teams to try and emulate. Other than Rangitoto High School 
on the North Shore of Auckland, which has the Breakers 
Academy right next door, no state co-ed high school has 
placed above 6th in this tournament in the last 15 years. 

Paul Conner
Teacher-in-Charge NCEA  - see page 15

Property Update - see page 3



In last term’s newsletter, I referred to the work on the new 
Performing Arts Centre drawing to a close.  Since then, that 
facility has been opened.  Once again, Cashmere High School 
is able to enjoy the use of a purpose-built facility.  In many 
ways, it is reminiscent of its predecessor:  large, tiered 
seating, and a voluminous stage.  But it is also a significant 
improvement, with wide corridors, better orientation and 
access, and additional facilities such as the large drama 
rooms.  It has already been put to good use, such as the 
recent Lipsync House competition. 
 
It was an honour to have members of the family of the late 
Sir Terry McCombs, the school’s inaugural Principal, present 
at the opening, as well as former Principals John Murdoch, 
Dave Turnbull and Mark Wilson.  It was also an honour to 
receive a significant cheque from Marshall Wright and 
Graeme Cook, representing the Cashmere High School 
Foundation.  This charity connects alumni and friends of 
Cashmere, and raises funds for use in the school.  Funds 
raised from the sale of naming rights to seats in the PAC will 
be used to purchase and install a cover for the orchestra pit.  
We are very grateful for the contribution from the 
Foundation.  Details about the Foundation, its work, and how 
you can join can be found at 
 www.cashmerehighfoundation.org.nz. 
 
Although the PAC has been completed, construction work 
continues in the school, so continued patience is needed.  
Based on what we have seen built to date, it is well worth the 
temporary inconvenience.  The work has also resulted in 
some recent media attention, focused on issues relating to 
fire and smoke alarms.  The Board has expressed its 
frustration regarding these issues and commends the 
persistence of the management team in ensuring that our 
students and staff are safe at all times.
 
Last term included tournament week.  I didn’t participate in 
these when I was at high school (there weren’t any 
competitions for school librarians) so it has been a pleasure 

to take part vicariously through our children over the years.  
As our youngest are now in their final year at Cashmere, Deb 
and I travelled to Timaru to watch the girls’ First XI hockey 
for a couple of days and then further south to Invercargill to 
watch the boys’ First XI come close to achieving their goal of 
bringing home the Johnson Cup.  To see the comradeship of 
these teams was very special.  Cashmere did very well (in 
some cases agonisingly well) in the many sports that were 
contested.  Congratulations to all the participants and thank 
you to the staff and parents who help make these events 
possible.
 
The coming weeks will see further successes celebrated as 
the many end-of-year assemblies take place.  These include 
the Achievers’ Evening, Māori Prizegiving, Conductive 
Education Prizegiving and graduation assemblies.  It is a 
highlight of every year.  Congratulations to those who will 
soon be recognised for their hard work and achievements. 
 
Congratulations also to Albert Ututaonga, who has recently 
joined the Board of Trustees as the student representative.  
He replaces Jess Tater, who has been a great contributor to 
the Board, and we thank her for bringing the student voice to 
discussions.  Jess has been co-opted for the remainder of the 
year.
 
We wish Jess, and all students, the best of success for 
upcoming exams.  To those who are 
leaving Cashmere, all the very best for 
your future endeavours, whether they 
be in further study, travel or work.  
And as summer approaches, remember 
the words of the Beach Boys:  “Be true 
to your school now, and let your 
colours fly.”
 
Geordie Hooft
Board Chair
 

Board of Trustees

Year 12 Prizegiving
AT the Year 12 Prizegiving on Friday 1st November, the 2020 
Head Students were announced.  from left Deputy Head Girl, 
Nina MacDonald, Head Boy, Cameron Hudson, Head Girl, 
Lucy Schrader-Manuera and Deputy Head Boy, Tamati 
Cunningham.

On Thursday 24th October 2019 we held our annual Māori 
Prizegiving at Cashmere High School.  This was a wonderful 
evening celebrating various student successes.  
Congratulations to Dom Budgen, Eden Riwai-Couch, 
Wairaamia Taratoa-Bannister, Josh Dalley, Ethan Doughty, 
Mei Riwai-Couch, Waimalie Rupene and Taurean Boyes who 
were all prize winners on the night.



On Thursday 15th August, we were delighted to officially open the new McCombs 
Performing Arts Centre.  This building is named after our founding Principal Sir 
Terence McCombs and we were very grateful to have all of Sir Terence’s sons and 
their families attend the official opening to mark this special occasion. We were 
honoured to also have four previous Principals attend this event including Mark 
Wilson, who together with Peter McCombs, formally opened the new building.

This opening is the culmination of a lot of work by all involved; Athfields 
Architects, Leighs Construction and the Ministry of Education.  We are very grateful 
for their committment to our school and the pride they have taken in their work. 
It has also invovled extensive consultation with a number of our staff to ensure 
that this building was built to meet the needs of our school and we are hugely 
appreciative of the time this has taken on top of their normal responsibilities.

We look forward to many future events in this building.

The start of spring saw the final 
landscaping completed around the 
Performing Arts Centre (PAC). 

The Sacred Lawn has been re-sown 
and it is great to see some green 
grass amongst the asphalt. The 
seating has also proved very popular 
amongst the students. 

Property Works update

Focus of the Rebuild works has now moved on to S Block. 
Demolition of this building began towards the end of Term 3 
and is nearly completed. We are hoping to have the new 
building completed for 
the start of the 2021 
school year.



2019 Future Problem Solving National Finals
Cashmere has qualified three Individual competitors (Billie 
Pine, Lucy Ozich and Hannah Daniell), and a Senior Team of 
four (Jessica Cowie, Max Croucher, Cameron Hudson and 
Isaac Cone) for the National Future Problem Solving Finals in 
November this year. We had competitors across middle and 
senior divisions, competing in four separate categories; 
scenario writing, performance scenario, onsite scenario 
writing, onsite team scenario writing and global issues 
problem solving.

If any student is interested in becoming involved in Future 
Problem Solving 2020, please contact Mr Barker 
(bkl@cashmere.school.nz).

Social Science Fieldtrip to Cultivate
The Social Science 102 class had the opportunity for a guided 
tour around the urban farm "Cultivate" in the final week of 
Term 3. Students got to taste and see vegetables being grown 
in the inner city. The farm is based on organic principles, 
from composting toilets to recycling food waste from 
restaurants. Students were interested in the opportunities 
the business provides young people looking for their first 
jobs, by providing a 
13 week course run 
on site. A number of 
students from the 
class are now going to 
volunteer on a 
Thursday to give 
horticulture a go.

Mrs Vincent
Teacher-in-Charge 

Young Enterprise and 
Commerce Student goes 
to Thailand
Congratulations to Finn McCable 
who attended a business programme 
in Thailand in October 2019.  Finn 
was one of ten talented Young 
Enterprise students from New 
Zealand who attended the 
BizVenture Programme in Thailand.  
This was an amazing opportunity for 
the students to learn about 
sustainability and the local culture all while developing 
business connections in the region.

Five of the ten students were selected, as a result of their 
participation in the Global Kaitiakitanga Project, a 14 month 
long programme of international collaboration, the winners 
of which will travel to the World Expo in Dubai in 2020 to 
showcase their business on the world stage. 

Congratulations to JELF (Josh McKernan, Eddie Hogan, Lukas 
Hornell, Finn McCabe) who won the Canterbury Regional 
Young Enterprise Scheme Competition on Tuesday night - and 
also to PIVOT (Luisa Birkenhake, Josh Dalley, Riley Flanagan 
and Wayo Whyte) who were the runners up! Both teams get 
to compete in the national finals for this competition in 
Wellington - serious money and opportunities up for grabs! 

JELF created the first biodegradable laminating pouch, and 
PIVOT created a strapping tape with a built-in capacity to ice 
injuries. These teams were successful out of 124 teams 
competing in the region. Also, their teacher, Mr Benassi won 
the National Inspiring Teacher Award! There were 84 
nominations from students, for 55 teachers - and Mr Benassi 
not only won the Regional Best Teacher Award, but also the 
National Award. Huge congratulations to all those involved.  

Outside the classroom

from left Jessica, Max, Cameron, Isaac, Billie

Cashmere Students Win the Young Enterprise competition for Canterbury!



Year 9 Head of School
Kia ora koutou,

It’s hard to believe we are nearly at the end of the year! It 
seems like just last week the brand new cohort of students 
were sitting in the Gym being welcomed to the school. It has 
been great to see this year group settle into life here at high 
school and adjust to new routines, systems and expectations. 
Although for many it has been a steep learning curve, I am 
continually impressed by the positivity, friendliness and work 
ethic of this amazing bunch of young people.

Graduation reports were sent out at the end of Term 3 with 
more outstanding results. 95% of Year 9 students gained over 
80% on their reports, with 84% receiving above 90%. A special 
congratulations goes out to the fantastic 30% of students who 
earned a full 100% on their Term 3 graduation. As always, for 
those students who were disappointed by their report scores, 
talk to your teachers to see where you can improve, and 
make it a goal for this term to earn a higher score. 

Term 3 has been a busy time for sports, with winter sports 
ending and national tournaments taking place. For all those 
Year 9 students who made it into top sporting teams and went 
away on tournament, well done and I hope the experience 
was rewarding. Adventure Racing enjoyed further success at 
this year’s Get2Go Challenge, with Cashmere teams taking 
out first and second place. Congratulations to  Oscar 
Clatworthy, Maria Laurie, Cara Reid and Orla Dunlop for being 
part of the 1st place team and also Hamish Sherratt, Willow 
Cook and Grace Howell for being part of the 2nd place team. 
Debating has also produced some fantastic results this term, 
with the team of Ben Ellis, Ethan Jackson and Rowan 
Matthews taking out 1st place at the Canterbury Regional 
Debating Competition, with Ethan Jackson winning Best 
Speaker. Our junior novice team of Madeleine Ogg, Rowan 
Matthew and Hannah Winchester also took out 1st place in 
the Junior Novice Debating Canterbury Championship, with 
Rowan Matthew winning best speaker. Ben Ellis, Clara 
Dujakovic, Ethan Jackson, Orla Dunlop, and Willow Cook also 
took out 2nd place at this year’s Reader’s Cup.

Outside of school we have also had some impressive sporting 
results. Willow Cook won a gold medal at the National 

Bouldering Championships in August, along with a 5th and 6th 
placing at the National and Australian Climbing 
Championships earlier in the year. 

Congratulations to all those students who have participated 
in sporting, academic or cultural activities over the year, 
regardless of results. It has been great to see so many Year 9 
students getting involved!

Term 3 also saw the inter-class multisport competition, with 
some very close games. Congratulations to 9MIV for taking 
out first place.

Term 4 will see the start of summer sports, so I encourage 
students to keep an eye on the school notices to find out 
where and when meetings are taking place.

Once again a huge thank you to this year group for making the 
year such a memorable one. I would also like to acknowledge 
all the family, whanau and caregivers for your continued 
support throughout the year: 

Ma whero ma pango ka oti 
ai te mahi - With red and 
black the work will be 
complete. 

Nga mihi nui,
Brett Cox
Year 9 Head of School

Kapa haka festival
This is a competitive (whakataetae) kapa haka festival for 
mainstream schools who only practice once per week. 

Held at Hillview Christian School Gmy on Friday 20th 
September, this years kapa was made up of 31 performers. 
The competition three items only:  Waiata tira, 
waiata-a-ringa, & haka (choral, action song, & haka), 
therefore the programme was only eight minutes long. Held 
at Hillview Christian School Gym Friday 20 September. 
He toa, ka mau te wehi te ihi te wana! Our kapa won the 
whakataetae, our programme was introduced by Mei 
Riwai-Couch in Te reo Maori, we gained 1st for the Waiata 
tira/choral item, 2nd in waiata-a-ringa/we actually did a 
beautiful poi, 1st for haka, 1st for our kaea/female leaders, 
and best uniform. 

Exceptional performance especially when there were many 
first-timers taking the atamira/stage. A huge mihi to Te 

Puawai and Hikairo/tutors and to the senior girls for stepping 
up during lunch-time practises. After the performance on 
return to the Whare it is kawa/protocol to actually mihi to 
the three taonga that we were presented with. So that was 
an important occasion for our akonga to experience and learn 
from, also to mihi those who helped in any way. These 
tikanga processes are just as important as matters 
concerning Te Ao Māori are to be acknowledged.

Heads of School



Year 10 Head of School
He kai kei aku ringa
There is food at the end of my hands

It has been so wonderful to see the development of this 
cohort over the past two years. This year group continues to 
impress through hard work that reaps rewards - they are truly 
finding food at the end of their hands. 

Congratulations to 10KTS who won our interclass football 
competition in Term 3. Many thanks to the Year 10 Student 
Council for organising this tournament. 

The sixth graduation report for this year group was beyond 
pleasing. An impressive 72% of the cohort gained 90% or 
higher in their final graduation report, which means that the 
skills gained over the last two years, place these students in 
a very good position for success in NCEA and beyond. 

Many Year 10 students went away on Senior Tournament Week 
last term and not only were they part of winning teams, but 
for many, Year 10s, played alongside their senior teammates 
for the last time. The nurturing and development they got 
from this experience has been so valuable. This was also the 
case for our Year 10 students in the U16 Boys Rugby Team who 
had the phenomenal opportunity to travel to Japan during 
the term break. 

Darcy McMillan and Jesse Beeforth spent time in Japan also 
on their Christchurch-Kurashiki Sister City Student Exchange 
Programme. They had already hosted a student in August, and 
so then got to spend time in Kurashiki. Darcy was also proudly 
selected as the team leader for the group he travelled with. 
What a wonderful, unforgettable experience! 

Rosie Cruickshank was celebrated last term for her winning 
poem in the Poems on Buses competition for the Year 9/10 
age group - make sure you look out for her poem ‘Me and the 
girl who played in the sandpit’ the next time you are follow-
ing a bus! 

The junior exams in Week 5 of this term will provide students 
another opportunity to ‘find food at the end of their hands’.  
A dedicated and focused approach to the end of the year will 
ensure success. 

As the sun sets on the 2019 school year, we get the important 
task of reflecting, planning, preparing and thinking ahead to 
both Year 10 exams, and what lies beyond for us in 2020. 
Many thanks to the staff, parents, whanau and caregivers 
who have given their time, energy and support in helping this 
year be a successful one. Have a safe and restful summer 
break. Please feel free to contact me if you have any queries: 
bea@cashmere.school.nz or DDI 337 4726.

Aysha Beer
Year 10 Head of School

Year 11 Head of School
Kia Ora whānau, parents, caregivers and students,

Having recently taken up this position, it has been truly 
humbling to hear such positive feedback about our Year 11 
students and to recieve such a warm welcome from so many 
in our school community. By all accounts, 2019 has been 
extremely successful for the Year 11 cohort. The extensive 
involvement in the academic and extra-curricular life of 
Cashmere High School is impressive and clearly demonstrates 
a commitment to our schools COVE values. It has been 
heart-warming to hear about the fantastic work our Year 11 
students have done this year. 

It has also been a successful introduction to the unknown 
world of NCEA for the Year 11s in 2019. As a group of 
students, it has been impressive to see and hear about the 
way they have managed the heavier workload, pressure of 
internal and external assessments and higher expectations 
from staff regarding the senior studies. 

Mr Squire and Mrs Tindall have reported that the Student 
Council has had a great year with many amazing projects 
undertaken with great success, such as the X Factor 
Competition.  Every class played with passion and it was 
great to hear about so many form teachers getting on court 
and making a difference for their form class. There was also 
amazing support from the side-line with the whole gym full 
of cheering Year 11 students.  Congratulations to 11BUB for 
taking out the final win. The Council have also had some 
great volunteer events such as the Retirement Home 
Volunteer Day and the SPCA Cupcake Day, which raised $150 
for the SPCA. 

Term 4 is a very short, but busy term with only three weeks 
of classes before prize giving and then exam leave. It is vital 
that an effective study plan is in place in order for students 
to achieve their personal best in the external examinations. 
I encourage students to use resources like our schools 
website, subject specific google classroom sites and subject 
revision workbooks in order to prepare well.  

On behalf of Mrs Tindall, thank you for all the support over 
the last three years. I very much look forward to getting to 
know the cohort in the remaining weeks of school in 2019 and 
working closely together in 2020 and 2021. It was been 
wonderful to make connections with so many of the group 
already.
  
If you have any concerns or queries don't hesitate to get in 
touch with me directly by phone (3374720) or email 
(bzh@cashmere.school.nz).

He waka eke noa - We are all in this together

Hayden Beaumont
Y11 Head of School

Heads of School



Year 12 Head of School
Kia Ora and a warm welcome back for a very short but 
important Term 4.

Term 3 was an extremely busy time, both in and out of the 
classroom, for a number of our students. We had students 
achieving highly in a number of sports during the winter 
tournament week and during the holidays. A huge 
congratulations to the Senior Boys Basketball especially the 
Year 12 squad members, Yuma Kuwasaki and Tyrell Stockman, 
on their fourth place at the National Tournament. This is a 
magnificent achievement for the team and a reflection of the 
hard work of all. 

Earlier in Term 3 we had an awesome group of Year 12 
students, Charlotte Doogue, Kavya Thomas, Sam Anderson 
and Isaac Cone attended the Year 12 Mathematics 
competition at Burnside High. The team came 4th equal 
overall and represented Cashmere magnificently. In Week 6 
of Term 3, twelve students attend the 2019 Women in 
Leadership Breakfast - Ngā Māreikura at the University of 
Canterbury. The students heard from recent graduates from 
UC and also had the chance to meet Coralie Winn, the 
co-founder of Gap Filler. 

The rush to complete internal assessments in Term 3 saw a 
large majority of our cohort getting closer to achieving their 
NCEA Level 2 certificate. It is extremely pleasing to see that 
as of the end of Term 3 we had 45% of the cohort who have 
already met this goal and also a number of students who have 
already achieved their University Entrance Literacy. These 
are great milestones to have out of the way before the 
external examinations commence.

As in previous years, Term 4 is all about revision and 
preparation for the external examinations. For students the 
responsibility is theirs to make the most of the lessons left at 
school and then use the study leave in a productive manner. 
For whanau there are a number of supports that can be 
actioned at home;

• Create a dedicated space for your student to study that is 
free from distractions such as social media. 

• Take the time to work with your student to create a 
timetable for study and plot when their exams are – 
display this in a central location so everyone is aware

• Encourage your student to study in small chunks – 
20-30mins max then a short break away from the study 
space

• Encourage your students to seek feedback from teachers 
via email and complete past examinations for revision

• Engage with your student about what they are studying to 
help them put things into context – you may be surprised 
at what you may be able to help with

As the Year 12 academic year draws to a close and study leave 
starts, I want to encourage all students to put their best foot 
forward in the examinations. For some of the students who 
are leaving at the end of this year, well done and I am 
extremely proud of your efforts. For those returning for Year 
13, I wish you all a wonderful break and I look forward to our 
year as the leaders of the school and the many amazing 
events that will lie ahead.

Ngā Mihi

Tom Wilkinson 
Year 12, Head of School

Tourism 201 Field trip to Akaroa
On 27th September, 20 students and two staff enjoyed some 
spring sunshine on a field trip to Akaroa. A stop at The Hilltop 
for delicious sausage rolls, scones and juice was a nice way to 
begin the trip. At the Black Cat boat tour on Akaroa Harbour, 
the students were informed that there was “a bit of swell at 
the heads today”. Needless to say that for many students, 
the delicious sausage rolls acquired a different 
taste later on. We experienced a fantastic two 
hour harbour cruise, seeing dolphins, gulls, 
shags, a salmon farm and other birds plus a 
few Cashmere High Students looking incredibly 
ill from the three metre swell at the heads. 
Remarkably the same ill students made a rapid 
recovery once back on terra firma to polish off 
the fish and chips and ice-creams at Akaroa. 
This trip was a great was to conclude the 
Tourism 201 fieldtrips in 2019.

Nick Moyle
Head of Faculty

Heads of School

Alison Murray (Top Year 12 
Academic), Sam Anderson and 

Kavya Thomas (Joint winner of the 
McCombs Scholarship Award for All 

round excellence at Year 12)



Year 13 Head of School
He rangi tā matawhāiti; he rangi tā matawhānui. 
A person with narrow vision has a narrow horizon; a person 
with a wide vision has many opportunities. 

This whakatauki/proverb, which I shared with you at 
prizegiving at the end of last year,  inspires us to recognise 
that it is our own outlook and attitude that determines what 
we make of our lives. With only two and a half weeks of 
ordinary school days left for Year 13 before you all embark on 
your final NCEA examination leave, the time is ripe for you all 
to take stock, set up good routines, and focus on your 
futures. 

Term 3 academic reports have given our Year 13 students 
pointers for the final work required for their success. As 
stated last term, clarifying any uncertainties in their subjects 
with teachers, having a well-organised study plan, attending 
tutorials and doing homework are important strategies for 
examination success. Support and guidance are available for 
any student unsure of how to increase their organisational 
and study skills.  An email to all students and caregivers was 
sent recently with some specific guidance in this area. 

Last term was extremely busy with school examinations, 
Tournament Week, a scaled-back school drama production, 
Lipsync, and the start of many other ‘lasts’ for our Year 13 
students. Many students have taken advantage of making 
appointments with our Careers Advisor, Mr Bennett. In these 
remaining weeks, and even during NCEA examination leave, it 
is not too late for students to seek Mr Bennett’s advice if they 
are unsure of their choices and options for next year, or to 
come and see me for a chat. 

Life beyond Cashmere is now clearly visible on the horizon 
and I hope that our Year 13 students will leave Cashmere with 
a strong sense of themselves as unique individuals with a lot 
to offer, no matter what pathway is chosen. The foundation 
of our COVE values of Citizenship, Opportunity, Vibrancy and 
Excellence have application well beyond school - and I am 
very proud to see the way so many of our students choose to 
live out these values.  

Notable mention for Year 13 
achievements in Term 3 goes to Okirano 
Tilaia, Lila Madden, and Mia Sutherland. 
In August, Okirano was awarded the 
Prime Minister’s Leadership and 
Inspiration Award in the Prime Minister’s 
2019 Pasifika Youth Awards, and in 
September Okirano was awarded the 
Blake Foundation’s inaugural National 
Youth Leadership Award.  Also in 
September, Lila Madden won the Eureka 
Award, a national Science 
Communication Challenge open to 
students from Year 11 to the end of their 
undergraduate degrees. Lila’s talk on 
HME Ryegrass was exceptionally 
articulate and compelling, and gained 
her an extensive interview with Kim Hill, 
on her Saturday Morning programme on 
National Radio. Mia Sutherland has 
continued as a guest editor on the Stuff 

Website on Climate Change topics, and as one of the key 
organisers of the School Strikes for Climate Change, leading 
thousands of students in protesting for their futures, on 
September 27th. 

As an enduring legacy for this 2015-2019 Year 13 cohort, Alice 
Tiso organised the planting of a Totara tree, that had been 
gifted to Alice by our local Rotary Club, in recognition of her 
leadership qualities. This taonga has been planted near the 
orchard which was established in 2016, another earlier 
initiative from this cohort. It is hoped that each of you, like 
this totara, will continue to grow and branch out into your 
new environments next year, fueled by a positive attitude to 
whatever you encounter. 

As this is my last newsletter article for this particular cohort 
of Cashmere students, I extend a warm thanks and Aroha Nui 
to each and every single student. However much or little 
involvement I have had with you and/or your family/whanau, 
it has genuinely been an honour to assist you along your way, 
and to see you develop into the person you are today. I wish 
you well for your future, and hope that the experiences you 
have had at Cashmere have given you strong roots, from 
which you will branch out and continue to flourish. 

As always, please contact me should you have any questions, 
comments or concerns. Email hvm@cashmere.school.nz or 
phone 3329129 extension 711. 

Ngā mihi nui, 

Margaux Hlavac 
Year 13
Head of School 

Heads of School



Inter-House Competition
Term 3 was another busy one for the House Competition.
We held a ‘Spelling Bee’ in Week 3. Each House selected 
a team of five students – one from each year level and the 
battle commenced … balloons popping when an incorrect 
answer was given. Three pops and your House was 
eliminated. A tense and nerve-wracking affair produced 
the following results… 

Spelling Bee Placings
 1st   Blake
 2nd    Rutherford
 3rd equal Cooper and Sheppard
 5th   Britten
 6th  Ngata

Blake were (incredibly) the first House down to just one 
balloon but held on to heroically take the title!
 
The term concluded with another vibrant and excellent 
Lip Sync Show in the new McCombs Performing Arts 
Centre. House groups rehearsed for many weeks to 
produce well-choreographed, humorous and entertaining 
medleys of songs packaged to fit their House spirit and 
colours. The audience and judges were truly wowed by 
the talent, co-operation and House spirit on display. The 
‘blue goodies’ of Cooper more than made up for their 
disappointing Spelling Bee … romping away with the Lip 
Sync Trophy for the first time in four years. The cameos by 
staff members in House entries were superb as usual, and 
the audience were also treated with a viewing of the 
combined staff lip sync video clip.

Lip Sync Placings:
 1st   Cooper
 2nd    Rutherford
 3rd    Britten
 4th equal Blake, Ngata and Sheppard

The Lip Sync coincided with a Mufti/Charity Day. On this 
day we collected almost $2000 for our chosen charity – 
Year 12 student Nico Wildbore’s 16 kilometre charity swim 
to raise awareness for mental health.

The final House event for the year is the Cross Country. 
This is yet to run at the time of printing. The 2019 House 
Shield depends on this as the top three Houses are VERY 
close on points.  All places will also be decided by Cross 
Country results. Participation will be just as vital as 
success in the various Cross Country year group 
categories.
May the best House win!

It has been another fabulous year for the House 
Competition at Cashmere High School. Every event gets 
better every year. The House events really promote our 
school values of Citizenship, Opportunity, Vibrancy and 
Excellence. It is wonderful to see so many students 
getting involved. Long may this continue!

Thanks to every student who has made the most of the 
opportunities presented by the inter House competitions 
this year.  Thanks also to the Student Council and Heads of 
House for setting up, running and packing down all of the 
events this year.

Blair Johnson
Deputy Principal

Inter-House



“Where ideas become a reality”
This Newsletter provides our students the opportunity to 
show case their design prototypes to the wider school 
community, acknowledge how valuable it is to our design 
process to be working with real clients and to acknowledge 
awards our students are gaining outside of the school setting. 
Because of the nature of Technology, often requiring 
specialist equipment and specialist teacher expertise, I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the teachers in 
our Faculty for the many out of class hours they put in 
working with students to allow them to reach their full 
potential.

Mrs Kennedy 
Head of Faculty

Design-Architectural & Product Exhibition

On Saturday 19th 
October we held the 
annual DAP301 
Exhibition Evening. Not 
only is this a great 
opportunity for students to showcase their major design 
projects for the year, to an invited audience, but the 
experience they gain in the area of the exhibition design is 
invaluable as so many of these students are continuing 
studies in Architectural, Product or Landscape design at 
University next year. We congratulate the three Y13 students 
who have received University Scholarships to study 
Architectural Design at Victoria University and the one 
student who has received the 
Landscape Design Scholarship 
at Lincoln University for 2020.

Digital Technologies
In September, our senior Digital 
Technology students had the 
pleasure of meeting Artemis, a 
Model S Tesla. Our Level 3 
students have been exploring 
Intelligent Systems for an assessment, owner Diane kindly 
showed us the automation features and took four students 
for a drive to experience Tesla Autopilot.

Congratulations to Adam 
Smith, a BrightSparks 
finalist, for his “Water 
wise” invention.  For his 
Technology Scholarship 
project, Adam set out to 
develop a system that 
allowed shower water 
flow to be monitored and 

managed. He developed both a mechanical control box that 
is attached to a shower system, and an accompanying app 
which is used to manage the device. As a Finalist, Adam will 
be attending a Showcase and Prize giving event in Auckland 
on 7 November. 

Congratulations to Joel Graham 
who was the winner of the 
Animation category for the 
Bright* Awards Competition. This 
award aims to "recognise New 
Zealand's up-and-coming 
emerging creative talents" across 
five categories; Animation, 
Graphic Design, Web & 
Interactive, Photography, and Game Development. Joel won 
$1000 for himself and $3000 for his school

Food & Textiles Department
Massey Williams Visits Years 10 and 13 Fashion and Textiles 
Technology had the great honour of having Massey Williams, 
who was a contestant on popular TV series ‘Project Runway 
New Zealand 201,’ speak to the class. Massey holds an Adv. 
Diploma of Fashion Design, a three-year course. Massey 
talked through his fashion style and his upcoming label 
‘Disciple of Discipline’. He also showed the students what he 
had created on the TV show and talked through his 
experience of the busy competition. Students learnt about 
innovative fabrics that can be used in Fashion Design and 
possible career paths.  The students were able to try on the 
clothing that he had made and had a great time ‘modelling’ 
them. 

WOW
In the Term 3 holidays, six 
Year 12 and 13 students 
travelled to Wellington to 
watch the WOW Show, visit 
Te Papa, the Wellington City 
Gallery, Massey University’s 
College of Creative Arts and 
local designer studios. This 
experience was eye opening for the students and gave them 
inspiration for their studies in 2020. 

Design Studio Visits
While in Wellington students visited two design studios -Yu 
Mei, a small company that designs and produces leather bags 
from zero waste products and uses deer leather from the 
South Island and Hills Hats, a factory in Petone. Students said 
that the tour was engaging and informative. 

Faculty of Technology



Food Technology
Brief: Savoury 
Chocolate
Another year with 
Oonagh Browne and 
the brief gets crazier 
as the trends of 
product development 
are getting more 
futuristic! The Level 
1 Food Technology 
class had the 
opportunity to work 
with She Universe in 
Governor’s Bay, 
where their brief was 
to create a savoury 
product that utilised any part of the cacao bean, to be served 
either in the café or added to the range of take-home 
products. 

We are so used to the taste of the sweetness of chocolate, 
however Oonagh has changed it up and wants ‘salty’.  

Products developed this year ranged from hot drinks to 
chocolate hummus. The most interesting products were Spicy 
Barbeque Chocolate 
Sauce, Goat Cheese 
Mousse with Green Pea 
Puree and Dark Chocolate 
accents, Chocolate Cream 
Cheese Truffles and 
Chocolate Nachos.

This year our Food 
Technology 102 students 
have been working on a 
number of industry based 
Unit Standards that offer 
the skills and knowledge 
for the hospitality 
industry, and covers 
topics such as cakes & 
sponges, hot finger foods, 
sauces & soups, as well as 
an Achievement Standard demonstrating basic procedures to 
produce a Bechamel sauce.

Students have recently moved into 'front-of-house' skills and 
have been focusing on different ways to prepare, present and 
garnish mocktails. Preparations have included different 
techniques such as ‘blended’, ‘shaken’, ‘stirred’ and 
‘layering’, as well as a range of garnishing techniques 
appropriate for each mocktail.

Early Childhood
This year Level 2 and 3 Early Childhood classes had the 
opportunity to work with the pre-schoolers. Level 2 students 
spent time at Penny Lane Childcare, Cherry’s, Somerfield 
Play Centre and Rosy Cheeks. The purpose was to observe the 
daily routines of the centre and interact with the children. 

The Level 3 students had the joy of making three play 
resources for their Plunket visit and play! The Drama room 
was a great hit for the pre-schoolers as they were busy 
launching themselves off the 20cm stages and running riot, it 
reminded me of a McDonald’s playground.

Multi-Materials
A Y9 student with a 
completed Bird House 
of her own design.

This year, Year 10 students 
have been working with 
hydraulics and cranes to 
develop mechanisms and 
movement systems 

Mr Perseverance 
himself, Earthan, has 
tirelessly pursued the 
design of a crossbow 
for a client. He has 
demonstrated a lot of 
inititive and  spent 
part of his holidays 
using machinery to 
C.N.C machine the 
body of the crossbow. 

Once students got the hang 
of our new CNC plasma 
cutter, they used it to 
produce a custom sign for a 
very happy client. 

Faculty of Technology



REBUILD UPDATE
2019 has been a busy year in the Faculty of Mathematics and 
Statistics.  Classes are now operating mostly out of J and M 
Blocks as S Block is being demolished ready for a brand new 
teaching and learning space due to be completed by the end 
of next year.  We are excited about the opportunities this will 
bring and have been impressed by the resilience of our 
students as they adapted to changes in their learning 
environment.  

EXAMS APPROACHING
As we approach the end of the year, Year 10 students will be 
studying units on Measurement and Year 9 students Algebra.  
Junior students will have their final examinations in Week 5.   
To revise for these, students can use their homework books, 
IXL and notes from class.  There are also additional websites 
such as manvsmaths.com.  

All the best to our Seniors for your external NCEA 
examinations.  Classroom J4 will be available as a study 
space for Seniors during exam leave so please feel free to use 
this room to revise and bring along questions you need help 
with.    

TAKING THE OPPORTUNITY 
Many of our students have taken the opportunity to enter 
extra competitions offered throughout the year.  Some 
achievements of note include:   

Cantamath
The school 
competition was 
held outside (due 
to the PAC 
construction) on a 
beautiful day in 
Term 1.  A fun time 
was had by all with 
the winners going 
on to represent 
Cashmere at the 
Regional Competition at Horncastle Arena on August 28th.  
Those teams were: 
• Orla Dunlop, Clara Dujakovic, Thompson Hamilton, Sophie 

Hammond-Parrish(9SEG)
•  Alex Jeffrey-Dally, Luke McPherson, Jasper Murray, Sky 

Harrington-Baker (9SEG)
• Brenden Lee, Isabella Zinzan-Dickie, Emma Melton, Bailey 

Williams  (10BAS)
• Felix Huang, Sophia Goodrick, Alec Hall, Toby Hull  (10BKL)
   
Both competitions were very similar with plenty of 
challenging questions.  Very few teams reached the full 100 
points by answering all questions correctly.  All Cashmere 
teams finished with 50-60 points, which was a very good 

effort and placed them all inside the top half of teams 
overall.   As always we were proud of the way these young 
people represented their school.   

ICAS Mathematics 
Clara Dujakovic, Sophia Goodrick, Felix Huang, Lachlan 
Walker, Lucy Watt, Ruben Clarkson and Evie Boyd gained 
Distinction in this competition. 

Otago University Junior Mathematics 
Clara Dujakovic placed in the top 30 and Felix Huang, Kaia 
Jorgensen, Lucy Watt placed in the top 100 participants.  

Australian Mathematics Comptition
Jasper Murray, Genevieve Boyd, Harrison Craythorne, Reuben 
Clarkson all gained Distinction.   

 
Year 12 Calculator Competition
Year 12 students Charlotte Doogue, Kavya Thomas, Sam 
Anderson and Isaac Cone who came 4th equal overall in the 
Year 12 Calculator Competition. 

Jo Stewart, Assistant Head of Faculty
 

Mathematics & 
Statistics Faculty

Mathematics 
Prefects

Faculty of Mathematics & Statistics



Gateway & International Students

Gateway Programme
With 13 students out on placements, Term 3 was, like the rest 
of the year, a busy one for the Gateway Programme. The Red 
Shirts Programme run by The Warehouse has been a very 
popular one for students this year with a further five students 
completing this during Term 3. The local store at the 
Barrington Mall has been very accommodating in taking 
students wanting to do their programme. 

The four students at the National Trade Academy McLean’s 
Island facility completed their courses in equine 
management and horticulture. The students who were doing 
trades placements for building, construction and plumbing 
also finished their work site commitments. The New Zealand 
Institute of Sport have programmes running at both Level 2 
and 3. Depending on which course the students are eligible 
for they can gain some very useful skills and experiences in 
the areas of sports coaching and officiating as well as fitness 
and recreation. During the recent term break five students 
took the opportunity to do these programmes and met all the 
requirements to gain the maximum credits available. I am 
impressed with the commitment Gateway students have 
shown to the various courses they have been enrolled for. The 
programme provides real workplace experiences and gives 
each student valuable insight into the world of employment.  

Looking towards to 2020, if students in Years 12 and 13 next 
year would like to be part of the Gateway Programme please 
come and see me, I am located in the Careers Department in 
the Library and we can talk about the many options available 
to you. 

Ken Thomson
Gateway Coordinator

International Students
At the end of Term 3, we farewelled three of our 
international students returning to their home countries.  
This term we welcomed two new students from Germany, 
both students are here for the remainder of the year and are 
living with their host families.
   
The International Team
Judy Clark, our International 
Administrator, has been a valued 
member of our team for the past 
six years.  Judy has decided to 
leave Cashmere High School to 
follow a career in nursing.  Judy 
had a fantastic raport with all of 
our students and will be truly 
missed by us all.  We wish her all 
the very best for her new career 
path.

On a positive note, we are pleased 
to welcome Elia Ribiero as our new International 
Administrator and Dee Rooney our new part-time Homestay 
Administrator to our team.  

Student Testimonial
Hello my name is Olivia, I'm 16 years old and from Germany. 
I'm here in New Zealand for five months. At the beginning 
when I arrived in New Zealand it was planned that I stay for 
two and half months but after a time I decided to stay longer 
because I really like New Zealand and also my Host Family . I 
came to New Zealand because many people told me in 
Germany how beautiful it is, so I searched a lot of things 
about New Zealand and saw many pictures. After all this I 
was really interested in New Zealand and I wanted to see it 
with my own eyes and not only in pictures and I wanted to 
improve my English so I decided to come.

In Germany they gave me 
three options of schools and 
I chose Cashmere High 
School because it was the 
only school in the South 
Island and I wanted to go 
there and I also saw the 
school website and that 
appealed to me the most. It 
was a good choice to come 
here because they take 
really good care of you 
especially the International 
office and I love it that we 
do some trips, it's so cool. In 
Germany the schools are 
completely different eg. we 
don't have to wear school uniform and the teachers are much 
stricter than here. In my School we don't use laptops so at the 
beginnig when I came here it was really weird for me to do 
everything on my laptop. I'm so happy that I'm here and I will 
enjoy the time that I have left.
Olivia Siegemund (Germany)

Host Families
A big thank you to our homestay families for hosting our 
international students and providing them with a warm 
family environment to live in while they are studying at 
Cashmere.  We really appreciate all the effort, care and 
support you provide our international students.

We are always looking for new host families so if you are 
interested in hosting please call our International office on 
03 3374725 or send an email to our Homestay Coordinator, 
Sylvia Seelen: homestay@cashmere.school.nz

Olivia (right) with host family



Careers & Te Pukenga

Careers 
There were many exciting events held during Term 3, which 
provided students with a wealth of knowledge and discovery.  
These included:
• The Engineering Event as part of Wonder Week was held 

at Calibre on the 8th August. Interested students had an 
opportunity to visit the company in Christchurch to find 
out more about what is going on in the engineering 
world.  

• UC Women in Leadership Breakfast held at the University 
of Canterbury on Wednesday the 28th August was a great 
occasion for Dr Caygill and the young women involved.

• Got a Trade got it Made Speedmeet  on Wednesday 28th 
August 2019  was an opportunity for students to meet 
with employers in various trades with a view to making 
contacts for possible full-time work and apprenticeships.

It was great to see so many students take up the opportunity 
to attend various courses, presentations and workshops that 
were available during the term and the October school 
holidays.  These included Ara Taster Courses which provide 
students with an insight into tertiary level study or 
workshops such as the Red Cross First Aid Course, The 
Learning Place Barista Course, STAR courses at Techtorium, 
Yoobee and Mainz, all which enabled students to gain 
additional qualifications and/or credits.

The month of August proved to be an intense and busy time 
with course selections for 2020 needing to be made prior to 
the submission due date.  This included Years 10, 11 & 12 
deciding which subjects to take next year and tertiary 
organisation’s visiting Cashmere High School to assist Year 13 
students with their course selections.

Work experience is an invaluable opportunity for students to 
get an understanding of what is involved in their job of 
interest. This term we had three students complete 
placements at Cashmere Primary School, one student at the 
Air Force Museum and two farm placements, all of which 
were positive experiences for the students! We are always 
looking for workplaces who are willing to open their doors to 
provide our students this opportunity, whether it be for a 
couple of hours or a few days. If you have a business or a 
workplace that is willing to open their doors to take on a 
student, please do not hesitate to contact Louise Lambie in 
the Careers Centre – lal@cashmere.school.nz. 

KEY DATES FOR TERM 4
Student Loan / Allowance applications are recommended to 
be completed by the 16th December, at the latest.  However, 
we encourage all students to complete and submit their 
application(s) prior to this date to ensure that their loan is 
processed and available at the start of the tertiary year.

Mr Bennett, Careers Advisor

Te Pukenga - Special Needs - Watch this space!
Now that we are comfortably settled in our new building we 
are turning our attentions to our outdoor environment. In our 
last building it was very difficult to access the outdoors for 
our students. Now that we have great wheelchair access we 
can easily move from inside to outside. So our next project is 
to develop a sensory garden for our students to enjoy over 
the summer months. We have some great planter boxes that 
were kindly made by the builders for us and the garden 
between our building and the music block is where we are 
planning our new sensory garden.

This term as all the seniors leave school for study leave it is 
our chance to get out of the classroom and enjoy some 
outdoor education.  The staff have some interesting outings 
planned for our students in and around our community.  A trip 
to Ferrymead, shopping for plants for our new garden at 
Oderings Garden Centre, ten-pin bowling and the 
Christchurch South Library. 

With the end of the school year fast approaching, our end of 
year graduation and prize giving is on the Wednesday 4th 
December. We have two students graduating this year, Kayla 
Simpson and Kirsteen Reid. We wish them all the best for the 
future.

All the staff of Te Pukenga also wish everybody a safe and 
happy holiday season.

Jane Hardy, Unit Manager



International Trips

South America Trip 2019
At the end of Term 3, 33 students and three teachers from 
Cashmere High had the trip of a lifetime visiting Argentina, 
Chile and Peru in South America. They began their adventure 
exploring the vibrant and exciting capital city, Buenos Aires, 
where they also enjoyed a tango show and were even taught 
some of the moves by the professionals! A highlight was 
visiting the cemetery where the legendary Eva Perón is 
buried.  

They then flew to Santiago to meet their host families from St 
Mary Joseph School - where they were welcomed into their 
homes with open arms. During the almost two weeks in Chile, 
the group had lessons at school during the morning and then 
in the afternoon undertook a variety of activities and 
excursions. They learned the national dance (known as the 
Cueca), ate delicious traditional Chilean foods including 
empanadas, visited colourful markets, learnt about the 
Mapuche culture, had a tour of Pablo Neruda’s house (the 
Noble Prize winning Chilean poet), rode on a funicular and 
cable car, zoomed up 62 floors in the tallest building in Latin 
America, and also went to the base of the Andes, where they 
explored the beautiful scenery and even went zip-lining!! 

The group were also lucky enough to travel to Machu Picchu 
in Peru. The three-hour train ride from Cusco consisted of 
traversing through open fields, lush rainforest and alpine 
villages before arriving at this amazing site. 

The last day of the trip rolled around much faster than hoped, 
and many, many tears were shed. Chilean flags were signed 
and photos taken before the group sadly headed back to the 
land of the long white cloud.

Japan U16 Rugby Tour – October 2019
The Cashmere U16 team were invited to tour Japan during the 
Rugby World Cup this year – an offer too good to turn down. A 
group of 20 students and six adults travelled to Tokyo and then 
further north to the Iwate Region for 11 days. After spending a 
hectic day travelling around Tokyo, taking in the Skytree as 
well as plenty of shopping the team travelled north on the 
famous bullet train. In the first Iwate city stop, Hachimantai, 
the team played against the Iwate U17 representative team, 
winning 33-12. Both teams shared training sessions and 
watched the Japanese victory over Ireland together and 

strong friendships were quickly formed. 
The team then travelled to the coast to visit the city of 
Kamaishi, an area that was greatly affected by the 2011 
tsunami. The boys were homestayed for two days and got the 
full cultural experience with very generous hosts. We visited a 
local high school for a combined training session and spent 
time learning about the recovery of the city since the tsunami. 

The final stop for the team was Kitakami where we visited two 
different schools, playing one of them in a shortened game 
with Cashmere winning 40-0. The boys were again homestayed 
and continued to be amazed by the generosity of their 
Japanese hosts. 

The trip has created lifelong memories for the group and many 
left Japan loving the culture and the Japanese people. The 
Cashmere students were all great representatives of our 
school and managed, what must be a trip record, 18 hakas in 
the 10 days. Many thanks to the staff involved in making it all 
happen. 

The exchange between Cashmere High School and Lycée St 
Michel was established in 2009. Twelve of our senior students 
and two teachers have just returned from three weeks in 
France,  spending two weeks with amazing host families in 
the small town of Chateau-Gontier, experiencing high school 
life in France and visiting local sights such as the chocolate 
factory and an animal refuge. We did a day trip to the Mont 
St Michel, where we had a guided walk through the quicksand 
across the bay to the UNESCO world heritage site. Other 
highlights were visiting Chenonceau and Azay-le-Rideau 
castles in the Loire Valley and spending a day shopping and 
sightseeing  in the nearby town of Angers. To top of an 
amazing trip we stayed the last five days in Paris, mastering 

the metro system, with an action-packed  itinerary seeing all 
the sights: Versailles, Louvre, Orsay Museum, Eiffel Tower, 
boat ride on the Seine, Arc de Triomphe, Champs-Elysees, 
Latin Quarter, 
Montmartre and 
much more. A 
few even tried 
snails and frogs' 
legs for dinner 
on the last night!



Term 4 is all about examinations!
In this newsletter I wish to reinforce the three key pieces of 
information from the last newsletter for you to be aware of:
 • NZQA’s derived grade process
 • Admission slips
 • Coping with the stress of examinations

Derived Grade Applications 2019
A derived grade may be awarded to a student who:

 • is unable to sit examinations or submit materials for  
  external assessment, or 
 • who considers that their performance in an external  
  assessment has been impaired by exceptional   
  circumstances beyond their control.  (This includes a  
  natural disaster, the death of a family member or  
  close acquaintance, and national representative  
  duties which have prevented them from sitting  
  examinations or otherwise presenting materials for  
  external assessment).  

A grade awarded by the school, based on standard-specific 
evidence, is submitted to NZQA for processing.  A derived 
grade is NOT available for Scholarship.  Derived Grade 
applications must be made through the Principal's Nominee 
(Miss Martin). 

Candidates should contact the Principal's Nominee as soon as 
possible if an application is likely. 

Candidates must collect or download an application form 
from the NZQA website before consulting a medical 
practitioner. This will also be made available on the school 
website latest news link closer to the external examinations.
Applications cannot be processed without the correct 
documentation and a medical certificate may not be 
sufficient, as it may not cover all requirements.
 
Derived Grade application forms must be returned to Miss 
Laura Martin by Wednesday 4th December 2019 by 1pm for 
examinations.

National Representation
For students who have been selected for National 
representation during the examination period, pre-approval 

for a derived grade is necessary. Derived grade applications 
for national representatives, can be collected from the 
Principals Nominee. Applications must be to NZQA by 1st 
November. 

Admission Slips
Students have been given their admission slips by their form 
teachers. These are extremely important as students will not 
be allowed to enter examinations without this slip. We 
always have students that forget, so please make sure that 
before you leave the house you remind them of their 
admission slip. In the event of a lost slip, please go directly 
to the school office and ask for assistance.

Coping with the stress  
Most students experience some anxiety and tension at the 
thought of sitting exams. Some students will experience a 
degree of stress and anxiety that is difficult to cope with.

Before your examination:
 • Check the date and time – you may feel calmer  
  getting there earlier.
 • Arrange your equipment the night before for a  
  morning exam
 • Try and avoid last minute discussions before the 
exam about what will be examined and after the exam about 
what was. It’s all too late!

I know it is a stressful time for parents as well as students. If 
you need to talk to someone, don’t hesitate to contact the 
school.

Finally NZQA have provided an app. The App provides quick 
and easy access to key information about NCEA and makes 
practical information about NCEA more easily accessible. 
Parents and whanau are able to access simple content about 
how NCEA works and how they can support family members 
studying NCEA (no individual student result or progress 
information is available). The NCEA Guide App is free to 
download from the Apple App store and Google Play Store.

Laura Martin
Principal’s Nominee
mil@cashmere.school.nz

Year 13 Graduation 2019
The Dux - This is the Cartwright Prize for Academic 
Excellence in Year 13, and $2,000.  This prize is 
awarded to the top Year 13 student across five subjects 
at Level 3 NCEA or higher, over the past two years.  
 
This years recipient is Adam Smith.  Adam is a 
described and exemplary student who works 
meticulously and to a very high standard. 
Adam is motivated, inquisitive and enjoys 
working on challenging problems, persevering 
and taking risks as he strives to build complex 
solutions. His attentive, patient and humble 
nature has been appreciated in all his classes. 

We wish Adam every success in 2020 for 
where he intends to study Megatronics at the 
University of Canterbury.

Proxime Accessit - The Proxime Accessit, and $1,000, 
is awarded to the top Year 13 student who has achieved 
across five subjects at Level 3 NCEA or higher over the 
past 2 years.   
 

This years recipient is Lexi Clarkson.  
Lexi is highly intelligent and extremely 
self-disciplined. She has a mature 
disposition combined with an enquiring 
mind and exceptional work ethic.  She 
always strives to perform at the highest 
level and has consistently achieved 
excellent results across all of her 
subjects.  

We wish Lexi every success for her 
study in Engineering at the University 
of Canterbury in 2020.

NCEA & Top Academic winners



Sports Director

Another fantastic winter season of sport has concluded and it 
was great to see the Cashmere colours involved in many 
different events though Term 3. The highlight was 
tournament week where over 150 students travelled to 
various places in New Zealand to compete. A huge thank you 
to all of the teachers, parents and friends that helped 
contribute to make it all happen. Below are a selection of 
highlights from the season. 

Adventure Racing – Cashmere had three teams enter the 
Regional Get2Go Championship for Year 9 and 10. After a 
competitive day the Cashmere teams finished 1st, 2nd and 
6th to qualify for the national event on Great Barrier Island 
in December. 

Basketball - The Senior Boys finished 2nd in the Thomson 
Trophy losing the final to Middleton Grange. Four boys made 
the All Star team – Tom Webley, Finn Barclay, Louis Oskam 
and Oki Tilaia.  

Cross Country - Martina Conner won the National U18 
Women's Cross Country in Wellington. Morgan Flanagan 
finished 4th in the same race while Liliana Braun finished 6th 
in the U20 race. 

Duathlon - Morgan Flanagan won the U16 Girls race, Max 
Hebberd finished 2nd in the U19 category, Henry McMeeking 
finished 3rd in the U16 Boys race. 

Football - First XI team finished 2nd in the Connetix Cup 
losing the final 5-4 in penalty shoot out 2-2 normal play to St 
Thomas.

Korfball – The Cashmere A team won the South Island 
Secondary School Tournament held during Term 3 while the B 
team, of mostly juniors, lost a narrow final to finish 2nd in 
Division 2. 

Mountain Biking – A select group of mountain bikers travelled 
to Dunedin for the National Championships and there were 
some outstanding results. In the Downhill event, Marcus Blair 
won the U16 Boys while Leah Smith won the U15 Girls. In the 
Cross Country, Amelie McKay won the U17 Girls, Annabel 
Bligh won the U16 Girls and Maria Laurie finished 2nd. In the 
Enduro, Marcus and Leah finished 2nd in their respective 
grades. Overall Marcus ended up finishing 2nd in the U16 Boys 
grade while Maria Laurie finished 2nd in the U15 Girls. 

Netball – Netball is 
a huge sport at 
Cashmere with 16 
teams involved 
throughout winter. 
Well done to the 
Senior F team who 
took out the U17 
Division 2 title 
while the Y9A team 
finished 2nd in the very competitive U15 grade.

Rock Climbing – Evie Boyd was part of the NZ Youth Team and 
finished 1st in Youth Female Lead Climbing in New Caledonia.

Rugby – The Cashmere U16 team finished the season 
unbeaten winning the 2A Plaque over Hornby in a muddy final 

while the Cashmere U14 team finished up winning the 1B 
Plaque with strong wins against Christs College and Shirley 
Boys’. 

Ski & Snowboard – At the Canterbury Championships the 
Cashmere team won the Mixed Grade while James Watson 
finished 3rd in the Boys Skiing Grade. 

Zonta Finalist – Well done to Montana Brown who was a 
finalist in the Canterbury Zonta Awards for her achievements 
over the past 12 months. 

Winter Tournament Week Highlights
Girls Football – Gary Sowden Tournament: 2nd place
Boys Football – Lotto Premier Tournament (Nationals) – 24th 
Boys Basketball – South Island Championships – 3rd
Boys Hockey – Johnson Cup – 3rd
Cycling – Cuddon Tour – Annabel Bligh 3rd U16 Girls
Rock Climbing – South Island 
Secondary Schools – 1st Mixed 
Team
Rugby – Rural Livestock U15 – 
1st Div II
Golf Croquet – National - 1st 
Team (Myles Duggan & Levi 
Franks), 3rd Team (Josh 
Winter, James Duggan)

Fencing – NZSS 
Championships - 1st Epee (Abby Reynolds), 2nd U15 Foil 
(Laura Murfin)

Orienteering – NZSS Championships – 2nd Senior Girls Long 
Race (Isabella Zinzan-Dickie)

Boys Basketball – National Tournament
During the October holidays, the Senior Boys’ Basketball 
team travelled to Palmerston North to compete in the highly 
competitive National Tournament. With the majority of the 
squad in Year 13 there were high hopes the team could play 
to their potential. 

The team started with a narrow loss to St Patricks College but 
quickly rebounded to win pool matches against Scots College, 
Tawa College, Rogotai College and then finally Rotorua Boys 
High School. This qualified them for a quarter final where 
they met a tough Tauranga Boys College but managed to win 
110 – 97. After giving it their all the team fell short in the 
semi final losing to a quality Rosmini outfit and then lost the 
playoff to finish 4th. 

This result is the best ever finish by a Cashmere High School 
team. Tom Webley was named in the tournament team and 
was one of the top scorers throughout the tournament. Huge 
thanks to the effort that went into preparing and running the 
team throughout the year to achieve a great result. 

Michael Jones
Sports Director



Arts Co-ordinator

Since taking up the post of Arts Coordinator at the end of 
August a lot of exciting events have taken place and I feel 
privileged to share with you just a few of those notable 
achievements.

Our very talented students have shone brightly both within 
the school and out in the wider community showing 
excellence in all creative fields.

In Drama
September saw the black box 
space in our McCombs 
Performing Arts Centre come 
alive with Shakespeare as 
you’ve never seen it before! 
The major production ‘A 
midsummer night’s dream’ hit 
the stage and all four days sold 
out really quickly! Prompting 
the need for additional chairs 
to be squeezed in for each 
performance and the Dress 
Rehearsal opened up to give 
those who had missed out an 
opportunity to see it.  And if 
you did manage to get one of 
those sort-after tickets I’m sure 
you will agree with me that it 
was a fabulous performance!

The cast and technical crew are 
too numerous to list, but each 
and everyone involved gave it 
their all and the audience were 
treated to high quality theatre, 
thank you!

*** Breaking News ***

We have just been advised that 
Year 13 students, Michael Higgs 
and Jorja Farrant, have been 
selected for the National Youth Shakespeare Company. They 
are part of a group of around 25 chosen, out of all of the 
performers (over 1500 students nationwide) from both the 
regional and national University of Otago Sheilah Winn 
Shakespeare festival that took place in 2019. 

They will travel to London to perform and train at the Globe 
Theatre next year. This is such a huge achievement, so 
congratulations to them both! 

In Music
The Regional Young Singers in Harmony Competition took 
place on 29th July where the Girls Chorus won 1st place, and 
in the Quartet section Enchante (Charlotte Penman, Billie 
Pine, Emily Blennerhassett and Alison Murray) won 1st place 
with Truly Scrumptious (Nina Noble, Anna Gibbs, Yuki Saito 
and Yuu Saito) taking 2nd place. A fantastic achievement for 
all our performers.  This puts them in a great position 
heading into the upcoming National competition. 

On 30th July, 22 students and four staff attended the Dress 
Rehearsal of Rossini’s “The Barber of Seville” by NZ Opera, 
which was a great opportunity for our students to see a full 

professional opera performed at the lovely the Theatre Royal 
for a fraction of the price. 

Jazz Ensemble won a Bronze Certificate at the ARA JazzQuest 
Big Band and Ensemble Competition on 4th August, while 
Stage Band won a Gold. A great performance by both bands 
and well worth all the early morning rehearsals, Well done.

Stage Band, Jazz Ensemble, Saxophone Ensemble and all six 
of our Jazz Combos performed to a very receptive full house 
at ‘Jazz at the Cashmere Club’ on 13th August. For some 
groups it was their first public performance and the depth of 
our ‘Jazz’ talent was obvious from the large number of 
students performing.

Our Concert Band took part in The Christchurch Wind Festival 
when it came to our new McCombs Performing Arts Centre 
and all our large groups and some of the smaller ones 
performed for the Opening Gala Concert at the end of 
August.

Following this wonderful 
performance, both our 
quartets were invited to 
perform for attendees of the 
Menza (Music Education New 
Zealand Aoteroa) Conference 
during the holidays and ‘Truly 
Scrumptious’ gave a 
wonderful performance in 
the beautiful surrounds of 
the stunning Turanga City 
Library on 9th October. The 
audience, including the 
general public, were thrilled with the high calibre 
performance (pictured).

The 2020 NZ National Youth Band has just been announced 
and Amélie MacKay has made it in! This year they included 
two “development players” who will go into the training 
camp week with the band, and play in the first concert, but 
not follow on to go on tour with the band (basically this year 
the tour is just a week, all south of Christchurch so pretty 
much like Music 
Tour). The band 
has a 23yr old age 
limit, “at 15 she’s 
very young to 
have made the 
cut” (Amelie’s 
mother).



Arts Co-ordinator

Young Singers in Harmony Competition Nationals took place 
at the Issac Theatre Royal on 11th & 12th September and on 
the first day of competition once again both ‘Truly 
Scrumptious’ (Nina Noble, Anna Gibbs, Yuki Saito and Yuu 
Saito) and ‘Enchante’ (Charlotte Penman, Billie Pine, Emily 
Blennerhassett and Alison Murray) performed brilliantly in 
the Quartet competition coming 9th and 12th respectively. 
On the second day, in The Chorus Competition ‘Girls Chorus’ 
continued Cashmere High School’s high quality performances 
coming 7th overall. Excellent achievements amidst stiff 
competition for all our performers.

On 21st September The Mini Music Tour headed off for eight 
days travelling through the beautiful countryside of South 
Canterbury and Otago. 47 students and five staff in a 
combination of Concert Band, Chamber Choir, Stage Band 
and some Jazz Combos, performed a great array of music in 
concerts at various primary schools and other venues with 
stops in Timaru, Cromwell and Queenstown.

In Visual Arts
Our talented students excelled on the 
competition front, with some big wins.

Well done to Isabella Hughes-Scott 
who placed Third in the Light and Dark 
Secondary School Character 
Competition. This is an awesome 
achievement as it is a very 
competitive competition. She 
won a subscription to a Yoobee 
School of Design online short 
course of her choice, 1 year Adobe 
Creative Suite Subscription, A 
Gordon Harris prize pack, $100 
Playtech Voucher and a Wacom 
Bamboo Folio (Drawing Tablet). How 
cool! 

Congratulations to Phoebe 
Rouse for taking second place 
in Windsor Gallery’s annual 
‘Canterbury Year 13 Art 
Competition’.

‘Entries were of a very high 
calibre making the judging a 
very difficult decision for our 
Judges’. Blair Jackson, Director 
of Christchurch Art Gallery Te 
Puna o Waiwhetū and Aaron 
Kreisler, Head of Fine Arts, 
University of Canterbury had 
the difficult task this year, and 
commented that Phoebe “had 

represented pop culture well and had used texture well 
within the work.  They commended her on translation of film 
reference as this is very challenging to do.  The style 
represented the 80’s well and she had a very good likeness of 
Uma Thurman”. Well done.

Throughout the term Art teachers have provided additional 
opportunities outside lessons for students in Art club, a 
variety of specialist workshops where students can try their 

hand at more advanced or unusual materials. Students are 
discovering different spray and stencil techniques (Pictured). 
Art club is a great addition for our budding artists and 
contributes greatly to there wider education.

September was ‘Arts Month’ and you may have seen some of 
the high profile contributions on social media. The Cashmere 
whanau took up the challenge to share what ‘Art is’ to them, 
filling a display cabinet in B Block with our fantastic 
submissions from staff and students alike, with our very own 
Miss Eilken taking out the top prize! 

Visual Art students from Year 11,12 and 13 were invited to 
submit their best work to the ‘Creators’ Room’ an online 
gallery uncovering Canterbury’s hidden talent and with a 
chance to win cash prizes and scholarship opportunities. A 
number of our brilliant Visual Art students entered and I'm 
thrilled to share the news with you that Eva Calje-Van Der 
Klei, Max Drummond, Isabel Giller, Rubetta Neal, Phoebe 
Rouse, Ella Ward, Jade Webb and Toni Wilson have all been 
shortlisted for the 2019 Scholarship, amazing effort! 

Della Rees
Arts Coordinator

Phoebe Rouses’ illustration

Spray and Stencil



Our School Motto and Values

CITIZENSHIP - RANGATIRATANGA

OPPORTUNITIES - WHAI HUARAHI

VIBRANCY - HIAMO

EXCELLENCE - AORAKITAKA


